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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the amendment filed 11/12/2008. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10-15, 17, 18 and 20-24 remain pending in this 
application. No claims have been amended, added or canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/12/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not deemed persuasive. 

Applicants argues, 

1 ) Youden fails to store the content at the user location. 

2) the disk array in Youden locates at the content distributor not at the user location. 

3) the transmission in Youden does not occur until after the user specifically requests 
the content. 

4) the user's location recited in the claims is user's STB (set-top box). 
In response to Applicant's arguments, 

1 ) Youden teaches "Client node 30 may comprise an individual user's TV STB, any 

general purpose computer, or any other entity capable of requesting and receiving video 
data. Indeed, client node 30 could comprise another video server 10. References 
herein to "users" should be taken as synonymous to "client node'" (see col. 5:14-19). 
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The video server 10 of Youden located at the user's location comprises a plurality of 
disk arrays for storing the content. Thus, Youden teaches storing the content at the 
user location. 

2) As explained above, disk arrays are located at the user location because the video 
server can be located at the user location. 

3) Youden teaches "...To minimize this program, the first five minutes of the two 
hundred most popular films can be pre-striped (i.e. pre-loaded) to one or more disk 
arrays. A request for one of these films would be serviced quickly with the pre-striped 
video data, while the remainder of the video data program is recalled from archival 
storage and transcribed to the disk array" (see at least col. 10:52-54). According to 
Youden, subset of video data is pre-striped to the disk arrays before the user requests 
in order to improve the service time. 

4) Claim 1 or other independent claims do not recite that user's location is STB (set-top 
box). Limitation from the specification can not be brought into the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1,2,4, 5, 7, 8, 1 0-1 5,17,1 8, and 20-24 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Youden et al. (USPN 5,606,359). 

As per claims 1 , 8, and 14 
Youden teaches 

receiving a command from the content distributor to store the content at 
the user location before a user specifically requests the content, wherein the 
content comprises a subset of content available from the content distributor, the 
subset associated with a premium subscription service, and wherein the content 
comprises at least one of a video program or an audio program; processing the 
command sent from a remote location with respect to the user location; receiving 
the content at the user location; storing the content at the user location in 
response to at least the processing the command (see at least col. 10:52-54 "To 
minimize this problem, the first five minutes of the two hundred most popular 
films can be "pre-striped" to one or more disk arrays. A request for one of these 
films would be serviced quickly with the pre-striped video data, while the 
remainder of the video data program is recalled from archival storage and 
transcribed to the disk array" - a subset of video from the distributor has been 
pre-striped (pre-stored) at the disk arrays); and 

detecting a user action related to the content after storage of the content 
(see at least col. 10:36-37 "a user, through his or her STB makes a request 
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which is transmitted over one of the communication channels in distribution 
network 20"). 



As per claims 2 and 15: 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the content comprises at least one of a commercial, an 
infomercial, a show, or a movie (see at least col. 6:66 "Data, usually MPEG 
video/audio data"). 



As per claims 4 and 17: 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the user location comprises a set top box (see at least col. 5:15 
"Client node 30 may comprise an individual user's TV STB"). 



As per claims 5 and 18: 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the storing the content comprises storing the content on a mass 
storage device associated with a set top box that is associated with the user 
location (see at least col. 10:52-54 "To minimize this problem, the first five 
minutes of the two hundred most popular films can be "pre-striped" to one or 
more disk arrays. A request for one of these films would be serviced quickly with 
the pre-striped video data, while the remainder of the video data program is 
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recalled from archival storage and transcribed to the disk array" - a subset of 
video from the distributor has been pre-striped (pre-stored) at the disk arrays). 

As per claims 7, 10, and 20: 
Youden further teaches 

wherein the processing the command comprises determining usage rules 
related to the content (see at least col. 9:52-65 "Unfortunately, video data cannot 
simply be read at a faster rate and then sent through the distribution network to 
the user. This would create a data stream with illegal timing stamps that cannot 
be decoded by the user's STB. Reading the data faster and only sending a 
portion of it to the user also creates an illegal data stream. For FR, these 
methods also fail, as a movie compressed in the MPEG format cannot be played 
backwards. If any images could be recovered using these methods, the image 
would be of low quality and they would require real time processing of the video 
data as well as the cooperation of the user's STB. In the present invention, a 
separate FF and FR version of each film is created' - because the video data 
cannot be read at a faster rate, a separate version of FF and FR is created to 
save bandwidth, storage space, and produce a high quality set of FF and FR 
images). 



As per claim 1 1 : 

Youden further teaches 
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sending usage rules for the subset of content to the user location (see at 
least col. 1 0:15-1 7 "creating and storing FF and FR version of the films..."). 

As per claim 12: 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the subset of content is unmentioned in a linear schedule {the 
pre-striped content is not mentioned in a schedule). 

As per claim 13: 

Youden further teaches 

broadcasting the subset of content to a plurality of user locations (see at 
least FIG. 8). 

As per claim 21 : 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the content distributor sends the content from a remote point with 
respect to the user location (see at least FIG. 1). 



As per claim 22: 

Youden further teaches 
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wherein the content is broadcast to a plurality of user locations, the 
broadcast is coextensive-in-time for the plurality of user locations, and the user 
location is part of the plurality of the user locations (see at least FIG. 8). 

As per claims 23 and 24: 

Youden further teaches 

wherein the user location comprises a residence of the user (see at least 
col. 5:14-16 "Client node 30 may comprises an individual user's TV STB, any 
general purposes computer, or any other entity capable of requesting and 
receiving video data"). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phillip H. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1070. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 10:00 AM - 
3:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Y. Zhen can be reached on (571) 272-3708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

PN 

2/6/2009 



/Wei Y Zhen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2191 



